
Welcome

Just as many of the organisations we work with, Voluntary Action Doncaster is committed to supporting and promoting
equality, diversity and inclusion.

Of course people have diverse backgrounds, with different skills, knowledge and life experiences. We value these
differences and want to harness them to create a better community.

When discussing our commitment to equality, diversity and
inclusion within our team, we decided one simple and very
practical step that we could take, is to raise awareness and
understanding of the various and diverse communities that call
Doncaster home.

It’s only by being aware of our differences that we can
appreciate and respect everyone. So by celebrating diversity
through this newsletter, we hope in some small way to help
prevent discrimination, eliminate prejudice and promote
inclusion.  We are keen to include articles, personal stories and
images that will help our readers understand and appreciate
the diverse nature of different cultural backgrounds of the
people who live and work in Doncaster.

Quite often in our Voluntary, Community and Faith Sector newsletter we promote lots of events being held across the
Borough.  We very rarely get to see or hear how those events have gone or what participants got out of attending.
This is your opportunity to become volunteer reporters - and share those stories.

The UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity in 2001 stated:

As a source of exchange, innovation and creativity, cultural diversity is as necessary for humankind as

biodiversity is for nature. In this sense, it is the common heritage of humanity and should be recognised and

affirmed for the benefit of present and future generations.

Unless we make the effort to learn about the differences in our community, how can we possibly understand their
different needs or how to meet them? This first step is about raising our collective consciousness so that we can work
out how to meet the needs of different people and taking deliberate action to create environments where everyone
feels respected and able to achieve their full potential.

We want to make this a monthly publication but will need your help in shaping the content.  If you have an idea or want
to contribute please do get in touch by emailing us at iff@voluntaryactiondoncaster.org.uk

mailto:iff@voluntaryactiondoncaster.org.uk




Whinfell Community Hall, Adwick

Restarting after lockdown

Nestled in the depths of an Adwick housing estate Whinfell Community
Hall can be easy to miss but it’s well worth the effort to discover.

The upkeep of the building is paid for by DMBC but it is run by
volunteers.

The Hall reopened at the end of July with Helen Mahon,
the main keyholder  drafting in family, friends, and local residents to
donate plants and smarten up the flowerbeds and outside area.

Helen, an expert organiser, oversaw a fair within the first week which
raised £350 for group funds

A regular programme of events is now running with themed monthly
coffee mornings, weekly bingo, and craft club. The upkeep of the
building is paid for by DMBC

Here’s how Helen described the reopening:-

Several members of the committee came to do a deep clean
beforehand.

The craft fair was brilliant and very busy. We sold out an hour before
we closed. We had a tombola, raffle, cake stall and everything as well
as the craft stalls.

Opening up after lockdown we’ve gained some new
people. Some haven’t returned yet. People come
from the surrounding area as well as Adwick.

Our first coffee morning was themed ‘ welcome
back’ with flowers and streamers.

In the future we hope to do a fish and chip supper
and also cream teas.

Here’s what the Thursday morning craft
group have to say.

Where are we?

Doncaster outline

For more information

on Whinfell Community Hall

contact Helen on geminigirl1660@sky.com

mailto:geminigirl1660@sky.com




We hope you have enjoyed the first  edition of DiVERsE DOnCaStER.  If you would like to receive future editions
please sign up here.  Our privacy policy is available on our website.
We aim to publish this newsletter monthly.  You will be able to find more information such as style guide, copy
deadlines and how to contribute to future editions on our website.

https://forms.gle/hrje8EiT1GDGzPpS9
https://www.voluntaryactiondoncaster.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/VADPrivacyPolicy.docx.pdf
https://forms.gle/cKSVznJnqtDUd6kUA

