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Applications Invited for £220m UK 
Community Renewal Fund  

The UK Community Renewal Fund has been established to help local 
areas prepare for the launch of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) 
– the replacement for EU Structural Funds –  which launches in 2022.  

The Fund is designed to support people and communities most in need 
creating opportunities to trial new approaches and innovative ideas at the 
local level, and preparing them to take full advantage of the UKSPF from 
next year. 

Local areas will be empowered to explore how best to tackle local 
challenges – whether through building skills, supporting local 
businesses, supporting communities and places, or providing 
employment support. 

The Fund has an overall budget of £220 million, with a maximum of £3 
million worth of bids can be submitted per area, by a designated lead 
authority. 

 A range of projects by theme and size will be supported, however, 
project applicants are encouraged to maximise impact and deliverability 
through larger projects (£500,000+) where this is possible. Smaller 
projects will still be considered and there is no minimum threshold. 

Bids that are either wholly or predominantly revenue based are 
encouraged, as 90% of funding available through the Fund is revenue 
funding, with a small amount of capital funding. Prospective applicants 
should calibrate their bids accordingly. 

Any legally constituted organisation delivering an appropriate service 
may apply. This includes local councils, charities, voluntary and 
community sector organisations, local education providers, including 
universities, and umbrella business groups. 

Private sector organisations and registered charities may prepare bids 
where they are providing a service to benefit other organisations or 
individuals.  

Applications should be submitted to an assigned lead authority. These 
are: 

 Mayoral Combined Authorities, where they exist in England.  
 The Greater London Authority.  
 County Councils.  
 Unitary authorities elsewhere in the UK.  

Lead authorities will appraise proposals and produce a shortlist of 
projects for submission to the UK Government. The UK Government will 
then select projects to be funded. 

Deadlines vary according to each area, with some authorities requiring 
bid submissions by early to mid-May 2021. 

https://sheffieldcityregion.org.uk/uk-community-renewal-fund/
https://sheffieldcityregion.org.uk/uk-community-renewal-fund/
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Boost Drinks Offers Funding 
Opportunity for Community Groups   
Launched as part of Boost Drinks' 20th anniversary celebrations, the 
Choose Now Change Lives programme is offering grants to support 
selected community groups with delivery of activities for the benefit of 
people in their local area. 

This may include: 

 Community groups that bring the local community together, 
whether it be through sport, art, music or just generally providing 
a place for people to come together.  

 Homeless charities that help rough sleepers to find shelter and 
help provide them with the support they need.  

 Food banks that provide food and essential supplies for families 
or individuals in crisis.  

The programme fund has a total value of £20,000. 

In each application round, three groups will be shortlisted, with the overall 
winner put out to a public vote.  

The Round 1 deadline for applications is 9th May, 2021 (23.59pm). 

Funding to Divert Young People from 
the Criminal Justice System  

The Youth Endowment Fund is currently accepting applications to the 
first of two £20 million themed grant rounds. The Another Chance: 
Diversion from the Criminal Justice System round aims to find out how 
diversionary programmes can prevent children aged 10-17 years old s 
from becoming violent and keep them out of the criminal justice system. 

It is anticipated that between £10 million and £20 million will support 10 
to 20 projects that are ready for robust impact evaluation.  

Projects need to: 

 Support children aged 10-17 years identified at one of four turning 
point moments before court action is taken for a crime.  

 Be diversionary programmes that provide family and parenting 
support, mental health and therapeutic support, restorative 
justice, or other approaches.  

 Be programmes that involve a referral by a relevant statutory 
body.  

Applications can be made by any organisation including charities, public 
services or the private sector.   

The deadline for applications is 14th May, 2021 (5pm). 

https://www.boostdrinks.com/changelives/
https://www.boostdrinks.com/changelives/
https://youthendowmentfund.org.uk/themed-grant-round-diversion/
https://youthendowmentfund.org.uk/themed-grant-round-diversion/
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Gumtree Launches COVID Recovery 
Fund to Boost Small Firms  

The Gumtree Small Business Blast-Off competition is supporting 
Britain’s small businesses to recover from the effects of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic and its resulting lockdowns, which have restricted 
normal trading practices. 

A range of prizes will be awarded, including £10,000 in cash for the first 
prize winner and £5,000 for to runners-up. Various supplementary prizes 
are also provided, including advertising campaigns worth £3,000, free 
business masterclasses and free Gumtree Pro Accounts. 

Small and micro businesses with no more than 15 employees may apply.  

The deadline for applications is 16th May, 2021 (24:00 BST). 

Launch of Skills Accelerator : Local 
Skills Improvement Plan Trailblazers  

The Skills Accelerator aims to help reshape England’s technical skills 
system to better support the needs of the labour market and wider 
economy. It will empower providers to develop the infrastructure to 
deliver the right skills when and where they are needed. 

One aspect of the initiative is the Local Skills Improvement Plan (LSIP) 
Trailblazers scheme and will be led by established employer 
representative bodies. They will help: 

 Bring employers, colleges and other providers, and local 
stakeholders together.  

 Set out the key changes needed to make technical skills training 
more responsive to employers’ skills need.  

 Tailor provision to the challenges and opportunities most relevant 
to the local area.  

£4 million of revenue funding is available to support up to eight 
trailblazers in 2021 to 2022 

LSIPs will be employer-led, thus placing employers at the heart of 
identifying local skills needs and helping to shape local provision.  

The deadline for Expressions of Interest is 25th May, 2021. 

Skills Accelerator Programme 
Launches Strategic Development Fund 
Pilots  

The Skills Accelerator programme is a core part of the government’s 
blueprint for reshaping the technical skills system to better support the 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/skills-accelerator-apply-now
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/skills-accelerator-apply-now
https://www.gumtree.com/info/life/small-business-blast-off/
https://www.gumtree.com/info/life/small-business-blast-off/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/skills-accelerator-apply-now
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/skills-accelerator-apply-now
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needs of the local labour market and the wider economy. It incorporates 
the Local Skills Improvement Plan trailblazers (for employer bodies) and 
the Strategic Development Fund pilots. 

The Strategic Development Fund will explore how providers can work 
together more effectively, alongside employers and other partners, to 
respond to local skills and innovation priorities. This includes those 
identified by Local Skills Improvement Plans. 

Applications may be made by groups of colleges and providers. It must 
be submitted by a lead applicant. 

The programme is looking for 12 to 16 areas to pilot the fund. 

Expressions of interest should be submitted by the deadline of 25th 
May, 2021 (midday). 

Empowering Women Fund Invites 
Applications  

A national funding programme is accepting applications from small 
women's groups and organisations to support the development of 
innovative ways of empowering women in their local area, and to build 
organisations' capacity. 

The following levels of funding are available: 

 Seed Funding grants of £500 to £1,000 are available to small 
women's groups to establish and run micro women's 
empowerment projects in their local area that support women to 
build skills and confidence, and decrease social isolation.  

 Women's Sector grants of £1,000 to £25,000 are available for 
women's groups and organisations to develop capacity to respond 
to changing needs in their communities and run projects over a 
fixed duration of at least six months.  

The deadline for applications is 28th May 2021 (5pm). 

Funding Available for Peer Support 
Groups  

A national fund is inviting applications from peer support, mutual aid or 
self-help groups to enable them to connect remotely, prepare to move 
their activities to face-to-face, or make their group more sustainable. 

To be eligible, the peer support, mutual aid or self-help group must take 
place in a community setting (not NHS or local authority), and should be 
in some way led by the members of the community it engages. The 
group must benefit people or communities who live with mental ill-
health, trauma and distress. 

https://www.solacewomensaid.org/empowering-women-fund
https://www.solacewomensaid.org/empowering-women-fund
https://www.nsun.org.uk/nsun-side-by-side-fund
https://www.nsun.org.uk/nsun-side-by-side-fund
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The fund particularly welcomes applications from: 

 Groups led by and for people from racialised 
communities/people of colour.  

 Groups led by and for young people (aged 18-25).  
 Groups who have been unable to meet during the COVID-19 

pandemic, which may be due to digital poverty.  

Grants of £200 to £500 are available. 

The deadline for applications is 31st May, 2021. 

Social Enterprise Funding to Promote 
Financial Resilience to Life Shocks  

Mutual life and pensions company Royal London is looking for social 
enterprises to work with on a new social innovation programme 
dedicated to creating and investing in ways of building financial resilience 
to life shocks. 

Life shocks are described as major life events which can have a deep 
and detrimental impact on people's lives, such as job loss, separation, 
serious illness or bereavement.  

Through its Changemakers programme Royal London will provide 
funding and support to social entrepreneurs to develop and scale up 
potential solutions to address the financial impact of life shocks. 

In 2021 the programme will provide ten social enterprises and ten 
individuals with: 

 Two years of support, including 1-2-1 expert consultancy and 
learning sessions with other social entrepreneurs in the same 
sector.  

 A grant of £10,000 to £30,000, with opportunities to access further 
funding in Years 2 and 3.  

 The chance to collaborate and build a relationship with Royal 
London to work on building resilience for more people facing life 
shocks.  

The deadline for applications is 1st June, 2021. 

Innovate UK Launches New Round of 
Innovation Loans  

Innovate UK (IUK) is providing Innovation Loans to businesses for later-
stage innovation projects that have a clear route to commercial success.  

Projects should aim to develop new products, processes or services 
believed to be significantly ahead of anything similar in the field. 
Proposals can come from any technology and any part of the economy. 
They must focus on commercialisation, growth or scale up.  

https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/899/overview
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/899/overview
https://www.royallondon.com/mutuality/social-impact/changemakers/
https://www.royallondon.com/mutuality/social-impact/changemakers/
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Loans of between £250,000 and £1.6 million are available.  

Innovative micro, small and medium businesses in the UK that could 
manage a loan, but may struggle to access finance from commercial 
lenders or schemes backed by the British Business Bank, may apply. 

The deadline for applications is 2nd June, 2021 (11:00 BST). 

Launch of KKR Small Business Builders 
COVID-19 Recovery Grants  

KKR Small Business Builders provides grants to entrepreneurs and small 
businesses across a number of countries, including England, to help 
them respond and recover from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Grants of $10,000 (approximately £7,200) will be offered to help 
businesses maintain or create jobs and boost economic opportunity as 
they respond to the ongoing crisis and recover from its resultant 
economic dislocation. 

To be eligible for the grant, businesses must operate in England. They 
should have 5-50 employees, demonstrate a need for support and have 
a strong plan for moving forward beyond the pandemic. 

Applications must be submitted by the deadline of 2nd June, 2021. 

Funding Available for Visual Artists 
and Small Arts Organisations  

A national fund for artists and those presenting their work to undertake 
and complete projects when frustrated by lack of funds is accepting 
applications. 

The fund is committed to helping artists and art institutions and galleries 
that depart from the routine and signal new, distinct and imaginative sets 
of possibilities. 

Funding priority is given to artists in the fine arts and small organisations 
and galleries and grants are usually limited to £2,000, but larger grants 
of up to £5,000 may be considered. 

The deadline for applications is 27th June, 2021. 

Windrush Community Fund Phase 2 
Accepting Applications  

UK based charities, community organisations and grassroots 
organisations can apply now to the second phase of funding. Applicants 
that were successful in Phase 1 may not apply in Phase 2. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-windrush-community-fund
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-windrush-community-fund
https://www.elephanttrust.org.uk/
https://www.elephanttrust.org.uk/
https://kkr.helloalice.com/
https://kkr.helloalice.com/
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Grants of between £2,500 and £25,000 are available.  

The funding is for activities including, but are not limited to: 

 Holding events, for example: cost of venue, refreshments and 
other associated costs.  

 Producing and distributing marketing materials.  
 Running communications campaigns, both online and in person. 

The guidance notes provide details on social distancing measures 
related to Covid-19).  

 Engaging and supporting people who are eligible under the 
Windrush Scheme (documentation) and Windrush Compensation 
Scheme.  

 Accessing and using communication channels, for example social 
media, local radio.  

 Securing support from corporate partners, public or prominent 
figures or advocates.  

This is the second of two funding phases. 

The deadline for applications is 30th June, 2021. 

UK Social Entrepreneur Development 
Programme Accepting Applications  

UnLtd, a charity that promotes social entrepreneurship, is inviting 
applications to its programme of funding and support for social 
entrepreneurs to help them nurture their social ventures and grow their 
impact. 

Applications will be accepted from social entrepreneurs aged 16 and 
over. To be eligible for support, the social entrepreneur must: 

 Have identified a social issue and developed a business model 
that works to solve it.  

 Be committed to, and have a track record of, delivering local, 
regional or national social impact at scale.  

 Be experienced, ambitious and capable of growing their venture.  
 Have a realistic growth plan.  
 Be committed to working full-time in their social venture.  

Grants of £500 to £5,000 are available to support start-up ventures, and 
grants of up to £15,000 to help established ventures grow and increase 
their impact. 

The deadline for applications is 30th June, 2021. 

 

 

https://www.unltd.org.uk/awards/
https://www.unltd.org.uk/awards/
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Funding to Raise Awareness of Illegal 
Money Laundering in Communities  

The England Illegal Money Lending Team (IMLT) is providing grant of up 
to £5,000 for local groups that want to raise awareness of the issues of 
illegal money lending in their community.  

Charities, community and voluntary groups, schools, statutory agencies 
and local residents can apply. 

The grants can be used for ‘any worthwhile’ community project that 
meets the following criteria: 

 Contributes to raising awareness of the dangers of using loan 
sharks.  

 Prevents crime and disorder and makes a difference in local 
communities.  

 Promotes the work of the Illegal Money Lending Team (IMLT) in 
communities.  

 Encourages reporting of loan sharks and signposts victims to the 
team.  

The deadline for applications is 30th June, 2021. 

Lloyds Bank Foundation’s Racial 
Equity Funding Opens for Applications  

The new Racial Equity strand is now open and to be eligible, applicants 
need to be supporting people from specific minoritised communities to 
overcome any of the following 11 Complex Social Issues: 

 Addiction and dependency on alcohol, drugs and/or gambling  
 Asylum seekers and refugees  
 Care leavers  
 Domestic and sexual abuse  
 Homeless and vulnerably housed  
 Learning disabilities  
 Mental health  
 Offending, prison or community service  
 Sexual exploitation  
 Trafficking and modern slavery  
 Young parents  

Successful applicants will receive: 

 Two-year unrestricted grants of £50,000  
 Support from the Foundation’s regional managers who will work 

with them to access a wide range of organisational development 
support to help meet identified needs.  

There are no deadlines. Applications will be accepted throughout 
the year.  

https://www.lloydsbankfoundation.org.uk/we-fund/racial-equity
https://www.lloydsbankfoundation.org.uk/we-fund/racial-equity
http://www.stoploansharks.co.uk/poca-funding/
http://www.stoploansharks.co.uk/poca-funding/
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Capify Launches £50m Post-Lockdown 
SME Business Fund  

Capify’s £50 million Small Business Fund has been created to support 
established companies that require additional finance to help them 
recover from the latest coronavirus lockdown. 

The Fund is open to businesses operating across a range of sectors that: 

 Have ambitions growth plans.  
 Want to maintain existing success.  
 Are preparing to reopen as COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.  

Business owners can access loans up to £1 million. 

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) across the UK that are 
already trading as a limited company may apply. Capify’s loans can be 
used for any business purpose. 

 Applications can be made at any time. 

Persimmon Community Champions 
Welcomes Applications for 2021 
Awards 
Set up in 2015 by Persimmon, Community Champions is a national 
programme where charities and groups can apply for funding up to the 
value of £1,000 to match money they have already raised themselves. 
Groups and charities can apply every month for a donation. 

A wide range of good causes are supported including but not limited to 
food banks, hospices, carers support groups, schools, football clubs, 
swimming clubs, pet hospitals, ambulance services, and many others. 

A simple online application form is available to complete on the 
Persimmon website. Groups should fill in the form, explaining why they 
deserve the donation, how much money they have raised and how 
much they need for a donation. This application will then be forwarded 
to the nearest local Persimmon business. 

Winners will be informed direct during the month following their 
selection and the list of successful applications published at the end of 
that month. 

Charities and groups which were previously unsuccessful can apply 
again. 

Applications can be made at any time. There are no deadlines.  

https://www.capify.co.uk/lp2/50m-fund/
https://www.capify.co.uk/lp2/50m-fund/
https://www.persimmonhomes.com/community-champions
https://www.persimmonhomes.com/community-champions
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Tesco Community Grants Open for 
Applications  

After a brief pause the Tesco Bags of Help Programme has been 
relaunched as the Tesco Community Grants programme. 

This year, the funding is intended for local good causes that focus on 
supporting children and families. 

Examples include: 

 Breakfast clubs.  
 Holiday clubs.  
 Food banks.  
 Equipment or non-statutory services for nurseries or schools eg 

forest schools, library books  
 Equipment for Brownie, Guide or Scout Groups eg camping 

equipment, badges  
 Environmental improvements  
 Play areas  
 Counselling and support services  
 Activities to support mental health  
 Activities or equipment to reduce social isolation  
 Equipment/kit for sports teams  
 Services or equipment to support health issues such as cancer or 

dementia  
 Equipment for village/community halls  

The grants are decided by popular vote. Groups have an opportunity to 
receive a grant of £1,500, £1,000 or £500 depending on the number of 
votes their project receives. 

There are no deadlines. This is a rolling programme and 
applications can be made at any time during the year. 

Launch of COVID-19 Recovery Loan 
Scheme for Businesses  

The Recovery Loan Scheme supports access to finance for businesses 
as they grow and recover from the disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The scheme will be administered by the British Business Bank, with loans 
available through a network of accredited commercial lenders.  

The following types of finance will be available: 

 Term loans and overdrafts between £25,001 and £10 million per 
business.  

 Invoice finance and asset finance between £1,000 and £10 million 
per business.  

Applications can be made at any time until the scheme closes at the 
end of the year. 

https://tescocommunitygrants.org.uk/
https://tescocommunitygrants.org.uk/
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/recovery-loan-scheme/
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/recovery-loan-scheme/

