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£110m Turing Scheme Opens to 
Applications 

The new £110 million Turing scheme will support UK students to take 
advantage of the benefits of studying and working abroad from 
September 2021. The scheme will look to target students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. 

The scheme replaces the Erasmus+ scheme in the UK and will fund 
35,000 global exchanges from September 2021, including university 
study, school exchanges, and industry work placements. 

This funding allows organisations to provide students, learners and 
pupils with the chance to develop new skills, gain vital international 
experience and boost their employability. Funding opportunities are 
available for UK organisations in these sectors: 

 Higher education (HE)  
 Further education (FE) and vocational education and training 

(VET)  
 Schools.  

Applications from schools or FE/VET organisations must be 
submitted on the Turing Scheme's online application portal by the 
deadline of 7th May, 2021. HE organisation applications must be 
submitted by the deadline of 9th April, 2021. 

Armed Forces Covenant Trust 
Relaunches Force for Change 
Programme for 2021  

The Armed Forces Covenant Trust is once again offering grant funding 
to registered charities and Community Interest Companies that have 
substantial experience supporting Armed Forces communities. 

Grants of up to £10,000 are available for local community projects.  

The grant can be used to pay for most things needed for the project or 
activity, such as: 

 Staff time for the fixed-term project, including time-managing 
volunteers that may be involved in the project.  

 Purchasing items that provide practical support, or that can enable 
activities to take place.  

 Purchasing items that are needed to provide support, such as 
additional telephones or laptops.  

 Reasonable costs for storing and transporting items, including 
wear and tear on private vehicles.  

 Reasonable overheads that reflect the cost of delivering the 
project.  

https://covenantfund.org.uk/programme/armed-forces-covenant-fund-force-for-change-programme/
https://covenantfund.org.uk/programme/armed-forces-covenant-fund-force-for-change-programme/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/turing-scheme-to-open-up-global-study-and-work-opportunities
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/turing-scheme-to-open-up-global-study-and-work-opportunities
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To be eligible to apply, organisations must be one of the following: 

 An established registered charity or community interest company 
(CIC) with substantial recent experience of supporting Armed 
Forces communities.  

 An Armed Forces unit or base.  
 A local authority.  
 A school.  

The deadline for the first round of applications is 12th April, 2021 
(midday). 

Launch of the 2021 Postcode Lottery 
Green Challenge for Entrepreneurs  

The Postcode Lottery Green Challenge is a contest rewarding inventions 
that successfully combine sustainability, entrepreneurship and creativity.  

The competition aims to elicit promising, creative ideas that will 
encourage and aid the invention of new green products and services and 
combat CO2 emissions, and which can be put on the market quickly. 

There is a total of €1 million in combined prize money available for the 
five best start-ups. The winner will receive €500,000 to further develop 
the product or service, and to bring it to market. The runner-up will 
receive €200,000 and the three other finalists receive €100,000 each. 

Would-be entrepreneurs aged 18 years or older with a well-thought-out 
idea are invited to participate in the Challenge, which is open in Great 
Britain, Germany, Netherlands, Norway and Sweden. 

The deadline for applications is 15th April, 2021. 

Funding for Work with Communities 
Experiencing Racial Inequality  

This fund offers grants of up to £10,000 for work that relieves the 
emergency needs of communities facing racial inequality and impacted 
by the effects of Covid-19. 

For the purposes of this fund, ‘communities facing racial inequality’ refers 
to communities typically but not exclusively referred to as Black, Asian 
and Minority Ethnic (BAME). These are communities who may be facing 
discrimination, disadvantage or be marginalised. 

To be eligible for the funding, organisations must have an income of less 
than £500,000 and be working with one or more of the following groups 
of people in one or more of the following themes: 

 Vulnerable people in the areas of health and wellbeing.  
 Vulnerable people self-isolating (elderly, people with pre-existing 

medical conditions).  

https://www.greenchallenge.info/
https://www.greenchallenge.info/
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/grant-funding/the-global-majority-fund/
https://www.muslimcharitiesforum.org.uk/grant-funding/the-global-majority-fund/
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 Foodbanks or other organisations working to combat hardship 
including child hunger.  

 People who have experienced or are at risk of domestic abuse.  
 People suffering from poor or worsening mental health.  
 People suffering homelessness.  
 Organisations working with refugee or asylum seeker 

communities with no recourse to public funds (NRPF).  
 Children and young people receiving low education or without 

access to education.  
 Organisations working with people in poverty or at risk of poverty.  

The funding is to be used, over a six to nine month period, for either: 

 Project work that fits the essential criteria.  
 Core costs. Organisations should fit with the essential criteria and 

be able to demonstrate this through their core work. Core costs 
are essential costs for the day-to-day running and development of 
their organisation.  

Applicants can only submit one application and cannot apply for both 
project and core costs. 

The deadline for applications is 30th April, 2021 (5pm). 

Local Data Accelerator Fund to 
Support Children and Families  

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) 
annouced it is making £7.9 million available for data projects which 
improve outcomes for children and families in England. 

MHCLG invites bids from partnerships of local authorities and other local 
agencies The core components for the bids which MHCLG are looking 
for are: 

 Bids should include an exemplar data project which involves using 
data from different agencies to improve services. Projects should 
be innovative, sustainable and scalable i.e. appropriate for 
adoption by other local areas.  

 Projects that improve the data maturity of the project partners i.e. 
getting more advanced areas to share skills and learning with less 
other areas.  

 Bids should be from a partnership of local authorities and other 
local services including a mix of agencies with different levels of 
data maturity.  

Local authorities and other local services providing support to children 
and families are eligible to apply. This includes health services, police 
services and schools. Research institutions such as universities may also 
wish to be included. 

A data partnership should be led by an agency with expertise in use of 
data. It should contain at least two local authority and at least one other 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-data-accelerator-fund-for-children-and-families
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-data-accelerator-fund-for-children-and-families
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agency. Private sector organisations cannot be part of partnerships but 
could be commissioned to do work by the partnership. 

Each bid can be for a minimum of £100,000 and a maximum of £1 million. 

Applications must be submitted by the deadline of 30th April, 2021 
(11pm). 

Funding for Legal Work to Help 
Asylum Seekers, Refugees and 
Migrants  

The Strategic Legal Fund (SLF) provides grants to support strategic 
legal work that is carried out in the UK and where the impact is likely to 
go beyond an individual case and result in changes to law, policy and 
practice that will benefit a wider group of people. 

Applications will be considered from: 

 Not-for-profit organisations that provide specialist level legal 
advice to people discriminated or disadvantaged by their 
migration status.  

 Firms of solicitors that provide specialist level legal advice to 
people discriminated or disadvantaged by their migration status. 
Firms need to demonstrate that the funded work does not 
include any element of profit and there is a pro bono element 
included.  

The maximum grant for any one application is £30,000, however, 
groups are encouraged to apply for lesser amounts.  

The funding will cover 'any reasonable revenue costs' that are incurred 
to undertake proposed pre-litigation research or to prepare third party 
intervention. This includes temporary staffing, freeing up or extending 
existing staff hours, volunteer expenses, travel and subcontracting with 
other voluntary and community organisations. 

There are four deadlines for applications in 2021: 4th May, 1 July, 
1st September and 2nd November (5:30pm). 

Triangle Trust 1949 Fund Launches 
New Grants Programme  

The Triangle Trust 1949 Fund has launched a new grants strategy for 
2021. The Trust’s primary focus for 2021 is to help support the needs of 
young carers (round 1) and young people caught up in the criminal 
justice system (round 2).  

In recognition of the huge impact the pandemic has had on children and 
young people across the UK, especially that those with caring 
responsibilities are disproportionately affected, the Trust has focused its 

http://strategiclegalfund.org.uk/news/latest-grants-from-strategic-legal-fund-1.php
http://strategiclegalfund.org.uk/news/latest-grants-from-strategic-legal-fund-1.php
https://www.triangletrust.org.uk/
https://www.triangletrust.org.uk/
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funding on providing support to young carers and young adult carers to 
address learning gaps linked to the pandemic. 

Registered charities, not-for-profit social enterprises and community 
interest companies can apply for grants of between £10,000 and 
£60,000 for a duration of six months to two years.  

The funding is not for standalone new projects, rather it’s to support 
work that ‘amplifies the impact’ of existing work with young carers (up to 
the age of 25) and develops existing support around learning and 
access to education and training. 

The deadline for applications is 11th May, 2021 (12noon). 

Launch of £250,000 Kitchen Table 
Entrepreneurs Competition   

The Kitchen Table Entrepreneurs Competition aims to help 
businesspeople bring their enterprising ideas, imagined during the 
coronavirus lockdown, to fruition. 

Successful participants will be awarded grants to grow or buy the basics 
they need to commence trading. 

Prizes are as follows: 

 25 grants of £5,000 will be given to existing small businesses 
looking to expand.  

 25 grants of £5,000 will be given new businesses needing some 
funding to get started.  

Applications are open to entrepreneurs and micro business owners aged 
18 or over. 

The deadline for applications is 22nd May, 2021 (23:59 BST). 

Applications Open for £20m SME 
Brexit Support Fund  

The SME Brexit Support Fund has been established to help small and 
medium businesses with changes to trading regulations with the EU, 
including new customs, rules of origin, and VAT arrangements. 

The Fund will help businesses prepare for the implementation of import 
controls which come into force from April and July 2021.  

This is a £20 million programme. SMEs that trade only with the EU, and 
are therefore new to importing and exporting processes, will be 
encouraged to apply for grants of up to £2,000 for each trader. The grants 
will pay for practical support for importing and exporting, including 
training and professional advice to ensure businesses can continue 
trading effectively with the EU. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/grants-to-help-small-and-medium-sized-businesses-new-to-importing-or-exporting
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/grants-to-help-small-and-medium-sized-businesses-new-to-importing-or-exporting
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/14441420/kitchen-table-entrepreneurs-competition/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/14441420/kitchen-table-entrepreneurs-competition/
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To be eligible, businesses must import or export goods between Great 
Britain and the EU, or move goods between Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. 

Applications will close on 30th June, 2021 or earlier if all funding is 
allocated prior to this date. 

Funding Call for Young People’s 
Mental Health and Employability 
Support Programme for Sheffield City 
Region  
Please find the attached funding call for Young People’s Mental Health 

and Employability Support Programme for Sheffield City Region.  

Through this call the Managing Authority is seeking projects to deliver 
intensive, innovative and holistic support to young people with mental 
health issues - such as sleeplessness, depression and anxiety - who are 
disengaged from mainstream activity and at increased risk of NEET or 
long-term unemployment through a portfolio of individually tailored 
provision. Provision will tackle the damage done by, and mitigate the 
impact of, the pandemic on a particularly vulnerable cohort by helping 
them prepare for work and transition into learning and work, including 
provision introduced under the Government’s Jobs Plan for long term 
unemployed. 

The programmes of activity can be delivered across the whole of South 
Yorkshire by a single provider, consortium of providers or individual 
proposals that align with specific Local Authority areas (Barnsley, 
Doncaster, Rotherham and/or Sheffield). Evidence will be expected of 
alignment to and partnership with existing mental health and 
employability services offered at local level (statutory and non-statutory 
provision). 

For more information, download the call specification. The minimum 
application value is £250k. Match-funding of 40% is required. 

The call will close at mid-night on 17th June, 2021. 

Please note a Communications Event –regarding this call will be 

held on Tuesday 13th April 2021 at 10am. Please register for the 

event using this Eventbrite link  

Potential applicants and those wishing to form a consortia are strongly 
advised to read all literature prior to attending.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds/young-peoples-mental-health-and-employability-support-programme-sheffield-city-region-oc28s21p1837
https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds/young-peoples-mental-health-and-employability-support-programme-sheffield-city-region-oc28s21p1837
https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds/young-peoples-mental-health-and-employability-support-programme-sheffield-city-region-oc28s21p1837
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/605c549c8fa8f545d34878f8/Call_Specification_Sheffield_City_Region_IP1.2_Young_People_OC28S21P1837.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/esf-communication-event-priority-axis-1-inclusive-labour-markets-tickets-148562056109
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HSBC Unveils £15 Billion Fund to Help 
SME’s Recover from Pandemic  

HSBC’s £15 billion lending fund has been established to help small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) innovate, grow and achieve their 
future goals and to support businesses through economic uncertainty 
and recovery from the coronavirus pandemic. 

The fund, which includes over £10 billion of specific regionally focused 
allocations, will seek to ensure that companies throughout the country 
can benefit, supporting regional economies, employment opportunities 
and driving growth. 

SMEs in the UK, whether they are a start-up or established business, 
focused either on the domestic market or looking to trade internationally, 
may apply. Applicants do not need to be an HSBC customer to qualify. 

Applications can be made at any time. 

 

 

 

https://www.business.hsbc.uk/en-gb/gb/campaign/fund-for-smes
https://www.business.hsbc.uk/en-gb/gb/campaign/fund-for-smes

