
 
 

Newsletter and Update No. 24 - 26th February 2021 
 
 

Message from Andy Ryan - Trustee 
 
This week’s editorial message is from Andy Ryan, one of our trustees at Voluntary 
Action Doncaster. Andy is Head of recovery and addiction services for a national 
charity. In this role he connects with national partners and colleagues as well as 
support teams to deliver local authority contracts helping people to challenge their 
dependency on substances and fulfil their lives. An element of Andy’s role is to also 
support the teams in their Doncaster hub. The vision for the hub is to become a 
thriving environment for partners to collaborate and create a therapeutic environment 
for people to access support and move forward in their lives.  
 
Welcome to the latest edition of the newsletter. It is a real privilege to be offered the 
chance to write this introduction for the newsletter which is packed full of news, 
events and useful information for you.  
 
When I submitted my application to become a member of the board I remember 
feeling excited about the possibility of helping to connect people, organisations and 
energies. It is early days for me but in one of my first Team Doncaster meetings 
there was discussion around social isolation, especially as lockdown and restrictions 
have increased the impact of this for so many. I am passionate about connection and 
how we feel the sense of belonging in our lives, families and communities so I hope 
to be able to support the work of Team Doncaster in reaching out. It is truly a great 
feeling to be part of the team and I will continue to contribute my own passion, 
empathy and energy to the collective action in trying to do all we can in helping 
people feel connected and not alone. This reminds me of a quote from Barack 
Obama when he started out on his campaigning career, and he wanted to see 
change in his local area:  
 
“Change will not come if we wait for some other person or if we wait for some other 
time. We are the ones we've been waiting for. We are the change that we seek.”  

- Barack Obama  
 

My last note is just really to say a big thank-you to volunteers, partners, the team and 
everyone involved. It has been amazing to see so many people volunteer through 



the hub, to help others and the roll out of the vaccinations. As we all try to make 
meaning of what is happening for us in our own lives, still people continue to step 
forward, think of others and be that change we seek.  
 
Doncaster Needs Befrienders! 
 
We have had a really good response to our campaign to recruit volunteers to support 
the vaccine roll out and people can register with Voluntary Action Doncaster to keep 
informed about other volunteering opportunities. 
 
At the moment there is a massive shortage of volunteers available and large 
numbers of referrals coming into the befriending services available to Doncaster 
residents via b:friend and Age UK.  Demand is really high for these services due to 
the current pandemic and shielding population. Could you spare an hour a week to 
support the local community? If so, please sign up and volunteer to support socially 
isolated and lonely people via telephone. 
 
If you know anyone who would benefit from the support of a befriending service, or 
someone who may be interested in volunteering as a befriender, please share this 
with them. 
 
Shaping Stainforth 
  
Doncaster Council is taking part in a project called Shaping Stainforth. The project 
takes place between February and May 2021 to explore what affects people’s mental 
health, happiness and wellbeing in Stainforth. The Team is looking for people who 
live, volunteer, work or have a connection with Stainforth. You will be invited to take 
part in a small number of workshops, or to feedback in another way, such as a 
questionnaire. 
  
Lots of things in our daily lives affect our mental health and how happy we are, 
including our work, money, education, our community and social networks, our 
homes, our streets, and the green, natural world. These are the “wider determinants 
of health” and we know that our mental health is better if those “wider determinants” 
are better. For example, we are more likely to have good mental health and be 
happy if we have enough money, a good job or voluntary work, interests and social 
activities, a safe and suitable home, and friends and family. This is sometimes 
described as “Somewhere to live, something to do and someone to love”. 
  
Local people are already experts, so everyone’s opinions, experience and 
knowledge is welcome and valued. The Team wants people who live in or have a 
connection with Stainforth to get involved. 
  

https://www.letsbfriend.org.uk/contact/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/doncaster/get-involved/volunteer/


Local workers and volunteers understand their community, and their expertise and 
opinion is vital to the success of this project, so they can’t wait to hear from you too. 
They know times are busy, but they will find a way to be involved that fits in with you. 
The Team also wants to hear from Artists and Creatives who have links to Stainforth 
who would like to work with them on the project. 
  
After May, a plan will be developed based on what they find out, and if successful 
the Team will be awarded money to put our plans into action. Even without extra 
money, the Team will use what they have found out to try to help shape Stainforth so 
everyone can have the best mental health possible. They will also make sure that 
they share the results with you afterwards. 
  
Please get in touch if you would like to find out more and discuss how you can get 
involved. Community members who attend the workshops will receive some 
vouchers to say thank you. If you need any help with communication, access or 
technology- just let them know. 
  
To find out more please contact the team: 
  
Kirsty Tunnicliffe - Kirsty.tunnicliffe@doncaster.gov.uk Tel: 01302 736058 
Kerry Hughes - Kerry.Hughes@doncaster.gov.uk Tel: 01302 737433 or 
07971955519 
  
More about the programme -  “The Shaping Places for Healthier Lives Programme 
(SPHL) is a joint grant programme with the Local Government and the Health 
Foundation for councils to work with partners from their local area to improve health 
and address health inequalities.”’ 
  
DMBC have also sent over a poster which details how to join our East PCN People 
and Communities Forum, which is open to anyone living or working in the East of 
Doncaster or who in fact has an interest in influencing local health and social care. 
 
COVID-19 Information in Various Languages 
 
AskDoc have created a youtube channel which provides COVID-19 related 
information about subjects such as the vaccines, Test & Trace and general safety 
advice in various languages such as Turkish, Punjabi, Arabic, Urdu and Kurdish 
amongst others. AskDoc is a Greater Manchester organisation, which aims to 
engage, educate & empower the local BAME community.  
 
The BBC Asian Network have also shared videos about COVID-19 Vaccine scams in 
a range of South-Asian languages. 
 

http://www.voluntaryactiondoncaster.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/East-PCN-poster.pdf
http://askdoc.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuKnnetqTZOVLzfv5nIhUWw/videos
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-56018508


Please share their videos with anyone who may benefit from receiving COVID-19 
information in their first language. 
 
Asymptomatic COVID-19 Testing 
 
Following the government’s ‘Roadmap out of Lockdown’ announcement, 
asymptomatic testing for people who have to leave home for work has been 
extended until the end of June. 
 
Organisations will need to register interest and fully complete the sign-up process 
before 31st March in order to qualify to receive free testing equipment until the end 
of June. Organisations who register after the 31st March will need to pay for the 
testing equipment. This is being kept under review as vaccine deployment continues. 
 
To sign-up, Registered Charities need to provide the below information via 
email to p-and-psector@dhsc.gov.uk with the email subject “National Workplace 
Testing - Charity”, and a team at Department of Health and Social Care will complete 
the validation process: 

● Company name 
● Charity number 
● Number of employees 
● Industry / sector 
● Email contact 

 
SYFAB Funding Events 
 
Today we had our final #FundingFebruary event: a great session with SYFAB where 
they shared some really useful information about applying for grant funding. Thank 
you to Karen for leading the session! For anyone who missed it, the presentation 
slides can be viewed via our website. 
 
SYFAB have some great virtual classrooms and webinars coming up in the next 
couple of months, here’s some information about each of them: 
 
Introduction to Fundraising 
The idea of fundraising may seem daunting if you are new to it. This interactive 
virtual training session explores how to find funders and present your project in the 
best way possible for a strong application. 
 
This session will help you: 

● Learn about sources of charitable funding 
● Find out how to identify which sources of funding your project is likely to 

appeal to and why 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021
https://www.gov.uk/get-workplace-coronavirus-tests
mailto:p-and-psector@dhsc.gov.uk
http://www.voluntaryactiondoncaster.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SYFAB-Presentation-Basic-info-re-apps-and-services.pdf


● Gain experience of what potential donors need to know about your project in 
a written format 

● Learn how to present your project to a potential funder. 
 
This session is aimed at those new to fundraising. 
 
Date: Thursday 11th March 2021 
Time: 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Level: Beginner 
Cost: £40.00 per person  
Statutory Body/Individual Consultants: £80.00 per person  
Venue: Zoom Virtual Classroom 
 
Details of how to join the meeting will be emailed out the day before the training 
session to the email provided upon booking. You can find further details and 
information about booking on their website. 
 
Preparing ‘Awards for All’ Applications 
Would you like to know more about the Awards for All process? This interactive 
webinar is aimed at those thinking about applying to this National Lottery 
Community Fund scheme. 
 
The session will help you understand the programme, prepare your funding 
application and go through the online process. The session will also include a group 
exercise. 
 
The Awards for All programme make grants of £300 - £10,000 for work that helps 
improve local communities and the lives of people within them. 
 
This session will help you: 

● Understand the type of activity that the scheme will fund 
● Be clear what groups need to have in place to be able to apply 
● Know key points to emphasise when completing the application. 

 
This session is aimed at those planning to apply to this scheme. 
 
Date: Thursday 18th March 2021 
Time: 10:00 – 11:30 
Level: Beginner 
Cost: £10.00 per person 
Statutory Body/Individual Consultants: £40.00 
Venue: Zoom 
 

https://www.syfab.org.uk/event-details.aspx?id=419


Details of how to join the meeting will be emailed out the day before the webinar to 
the email provided upon booking. You can find full booking details on the event 
page. 
 
Making a Good Application 
This is a two day course, the learning will take place on Thursday 22nd April 2021 
(10am - 1pm) and Thursday 29th April 2021 (10am - 1pm).  
Participants must attend both days. 
 
With so much competition for funding, you need to submit the best funding 
application you possibly can. The interactive virtual training explores how to write a 
funding application that satisfies the funder’s criteria, whilst at the same time 
promotes your project in an appealing way. 
 
This course will help you: 

● Explain to others what makes your project(s) special 
● Explain the need to identify specific projects 
● Demonstrate a knowledge of the application process and criteria/guidance 
● How to structure and present a funding proposal 
● Demonstrate ways of evidencing need for a project 
● Identifying common mistakes in funding applications and how to avoid them. 

 
This session is aimed at those who are new to writing funding applications, or those 
who have some experience but need some tips on how to improve the quality of 
their funding applications. 
 
Dates: Thursday 22nd April 2021 and Thursday 29th April 2021 
Time: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Level: Beginner to intermediate 
Cost: £80.00 per person  
Statutory Body/Individual Consultants: £160.00 per person (reduced rate) 
Venue: Zoom virtual classroom 
 
Details of how to join the meeting will be emailed out the day before the training 
session to the email provided upon booking. You can book a place on this course 
via SYFAB’s website. 
 
Inspire Doncaster Service Charge Increase 
 
For the last few years, we have kept our charges to the very minimum and have 
charged the same hourly rate for our services despite rising office expenses, salary 
increases and fuel. We believe we are still inexpensive compared to other services in 
the area. As much as we would like to maintain our rates for another year, we find 

https://www.syfab.org.uk/event-details.aspx?id=420
https://www.syfab.org.uk/event-details.aspx?id=420
https://www.syfab.org.uk/event-details.aspx?id=421


that we must increase them to continue providing quality services to our many 
valued clients. 
 
Effective from 1st April 2021, our new hourly rate Monday to Friday will be £18.50 
per hour. The charge for the Day Centres will increase from £45 to £50 which 
includes a hot 2-course meal, snacks, pick up and drop off in our staff’s vehicles. 
 
For those clients in receipt of DMBC direct payments or have a managed account, 
we suggest contacting their social worker to inform them of the increase so that they 
can review the annual budget. 
 
For further information on how we can help and our services please contact:  
Marilyn Cockett on: 01302 770662 / 07899050622 or email: 
hello@inspiredoncaster.com 
 
Funding Opportunities 
 
DMBC’s latest Funding Newsletter is now available. 
 
Community Matters Funding Fair 
Community Matters are running a free funding fair over three days in March. This is 
a great opportunity to hear from a wide range of funders about grants they have 
available and how to apply for them. Each funder will have their own timed Zoom 
session, so you can just book the ones that are of use to you.  
 
Here are the funders running sessions on each day with a link to the schedules: 
 
Tuesday 23rd March is a day for Yorkshire and Humber funders 
Seedlings Foundation / PGMT, The Wharfedale Foundation, Sir George Martin 
Trust,  Leeds Community Foundation, South Yorkshire Community Foundation, Two 
Ridings Community Foundation, West Yorkshire PCC Safer Communities Fund, 
South Yorkshire PCC, Groundwork, The Hillards Trust 
 
Wednesday 24th March is a day of national funders 
Tudor Trust, Children in Need, Allen Lane Foundation, Lloyds Bank Foundation, 
Henry Smith Charity, Good Things Foundation 
 
Thursday 25th March is another day of national funders 
Key Fund, The Foyle Foundation, Garfield Weston Foundation, Grantscape, The 
National Lottery Heritage Fund, Sport England, The Architectural Heritage Fund 
 
Comic Relief - Ending Violence Against BAME Women and Girls 

mailto:hello@inspiredoncaster.com
http://www.voluntaryactiondoncaster.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Funding-Newsflash-16.02.21.pdf
https://community-matters.org.uk/news/funding-fair-2021-day-1
https://community-matters.org.uk/news/funding-fair-2021-day-2
https://community-matters.org.uk/news/funding-fair-2021-day-2
https://community-matters.org.uk/news/funding-fair-2021-day-2
https://community-matters.org.uk/news/funding-fair-2021-day-3
https://community-matters.org.uk/news/funding-fair-2021-day-3
https://community-matters.org.uk/news/funding-fair-2021-day-3


Comic Relief’s Supporting and Sustaining Specialism Funding Programme scheme 
offers grants of between £30,000 and £250,000 to not-for-profit organisations led by 
and for Black and minoritised women acting to end violence against women and girls 
in England. 
 
This programme supports Comic Relief’s vision that women and girls should have 
equal power and agency in decision-making at all levels. 
 
Groups must have a turnover between £75,000 and £250,000. It is expected that 
around 15 grants will be made. The deadline for applications is noon on 5th March 
2021. Full details can be found on Comic Relief’s website. 
 
Job Opportunities 
 
DMBC’s latest Vacancy Bulletin is now available. 
 
Chair - South Yorkshire’s Community Foundation 
“South Yorkshire’s Community Foundation is here to support and build strong, 
resilient communities across the region. We provide community groups with grant 
funding through our committed donors, to help people facing hardship and 
disadvantage along with those working to improve the communities they live in. We 
connect people who care about South Yorkshire and want to invest in supporting the 
Foundation to build stronger and healthier communities. 
 
In order to continue and further develop our work we are now seeking a new Chair 
who can take over from the inspirational leadership and commitment shown by 
James Newman OBE, who will be retiring as Chair after 5 years of service. 
 
You will be able to bring exceptional leadership to our organisation, whilst supporting 
the work of a committed and talented Foundation team and wider volunteer network. 
You must exude a passion and commitment to driving the continued development of 
the Foundation’s work through its charitable and community aims and harness the 
support and commitment of the broadest range of partners and stakeholders. 
 
You will be an outstanding influencer and high-level strategic thinker, be able to 
engage positively and communicate effectively with a wide and diverse range of 
partners, people and organisations. Your creative, energetic, collaborative and 
visionary approach will ensure that all those within the organisation and beyond are 
inspired to continue to deliver for the communities across the whole of South 
Yorkshire. 
 
We are keen to broaden our diversity, so welcome applications for all roles from 
people from Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities; lesbian, gay, bisexual 

https://www.comicrelief.com/funding/funding-opportunities/supporting-sustaining-specialism/
http://www.voluntaryactiondoncaster.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Vacancy-Bulletin-18-02-2021.pdf


and transgender people; and disabled people. The role is not remunerated but 
reasonable expenses are covered.” 
 
For more information about SYCF and the Chair role, you can download their 
candidate information pack. 
 
Regional Advisory Committee Member (North Region) - BBC Children in Need 
“BBC Children in Need is looking for new members to join our North Regional 
Advisory Committee. We would welcome applications from those who share our 
commitment to support children and young people across the North region to be 
safe, happy, secure, and provided with the opportunities they need to reach their 
potential. 

While we want to act quickly to meet needs and deliver important outcomes for 
children and young people, we know we can do this best when our decisions are well 
informed. Along with data, information and evidence of need, the North Regional 
Advisory Committee is a key part in helping us make grants that put our resources to 
work where they’re needed most. 

We highly value the benefits of having different points of view and experiences on 
our Advisory Committee and welcome applications from everyone irrespective of 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, ethnicity, faith and religion, disability and 
age. 

We would especially welcome applications from those with experience of supporting 
children and young people from: Black, Asian, and ethnic minority communities; 
early years, and those with a disability. We would also encourage applications from 
young adults or individuals who may have benefited from the support of one of the 
projects we have funded. 

Although this is an unpaid role, appropriate support will be offered to enable the full 
participation of all successful applicants.” 

To apply for this role, please read through the application pack on their website and 
send your application to them following the instructions below, telling them more 
about yourself and how your experience and skills fit the role of an Advisory 
Committee Member. 

Applications should be received no later than 5.00 pm on 11th March 2021. It should 
be emailed to: cin.north@bbc.co.uk and titled: “Private and Confidential – North 
Regional Advisory Committee Application”. 

If you would like to chat through the roles, then please email cin.north@bbc.co.uk 

 
Trustee - Who Is Your Neighbour? 
“Who Is Your Neighbour? works with people to explore difficult issues about race, 
culture, identity and migration, helping communities become more resilient in dealing 
with difference. 

http://www.voluntaryactiondoncaster.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SYCF_Candidate-Pack_Chair.pdf
https://careerssearch.bbc.co.uk/jobs/job/Volunteer-Regional-Advisory-Committee-Members-North-Region-BBC-Children-in-Need/52311
mailto:cin.north@bbc.co.uk
mailto:cin.north@bbc.co.uk


 
We are looking for Trustees to strengthen our dedicated Management Committee. 
We are looking for people who can bring experience of media/publicity/journalism, an 
academic perspective especially of evaluation/impact measurement and income 
generation in the broadest sense. Knowledge of the Far Right would be beneficial. 
 
We also need an accountant to act as Treasurer. 
 
Young people are under-represented in our organisation so we would encourage 
them to apply. We are also keen to attract people from a range of ethnic 
minority/faith backgrounds. 
 
We would very much like more people from Doncaster, Rotherham and Barnsley.” 
 
For an information pack please contact team@whoisyourneighbour.org.uk  

mailto:team@whoisyourneighbour.org.uk

