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Energy Redress Scheme Accepting 
Applications  

Applications are currently being accepted to a £10 million funding pot that 
will award grants to charities and Housing Associations that are 
exempted charities. 

The core priority of the Fund is to support energy consumers in 
vulnerable situations, but funding is also available for the development of 
innovative products and services related to energy.  

Examples of activities that can be funded include: 

 Engaging vulnerable customers with energy issues and referring 
them for support.  

 Energy advice that does not duplicate existing advice services.  
 Installation of energy saving or renewable energy measures that 

cannot be funded elsewhere and/or are innovative or are being 
used in innovative ways.  

 In-home safety advice and measures related to energy systems.  
 Training and education on energy that is targeted at supporting 

vulnerable customers.  

Grants of between £20,000 and £750,000 are available and can be used 
for capital or revenue funding. Projects lasting up to two years can be 
funded. 

The deadline for Round 10 applications is 5pm on Thursday 11th 
February, 2021. 

Smart Energy GB in Communities Fund 
Opens for Applications  

The Smart Energy GB in Communities programme is to inform and 
inspire people about smart meters and the benefits they can bring. 

There are two levels of funding in 2021: 

 Grants of between £15,000 and £25,000 for organisations 
reaching people who are offline: adults who have no personal 
internet access anywhere, both inside and out of the home, 
including use via mobile devices  

 Grants of between £7,500 and £10,000 for organisations reaching 
people on a low income, defined as having an annual household 
income of less than £14,000 before tax.  

Acknowledging the challenges which coronavirus/COVID-19 present, the 
scheme is looking to fund partners that offer multiple routes into reaching 
people who are offline or people on a low income.  

Projects must be delivered between 1st April and 8th December, 2021. 

https://www.nea.org.uk/smart-meters/smart-fund/
https://www.nea.org.uk/smart-meters/smart-fund/
https://energyredress.org.uk/announcements/round-10-energy-redress-scheme-now-open-applications
https://energyredress.org.uk/announcements/round-10-energy-redress-scheme-now-open-applications
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Applications will be considered from regionally based organisations 
preferably with local networks that can deliver support to people in one 
of the target groups (people on a low income or people offline). Housing 
associations and local authorities are eligible to apply.  

The deadline for applications is 12th February, 2021 (12 noon). 

COVID-19 Winter Support Funding 
Available for Youth Organisations  

A new fund for local and national youth organisations, designed to help 
mitigate the impact of lost income during the winter period due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, is open for applications. 

Applications will be accepted from grassroots youth clubs, uniformed 
youth groups, and national youth and umbrella organisations.  

Grants are intended to cover essential business expenditure, such as 
staff salaries and operational costs, incurred between 1st November, 
2020 and 31st March, 2021 that enable the organisation to remain viable, 
open, reopen or partially reopen, where this represents a value for money 
approach and where their service delivery is in line with Government 
COVID-19 guidance. 

All grants must be spent by 31st March, 2021. 

The deadline for applications is 12th February, 2021 (5pm). 

Swimathon Foundations’s COVID-19 
Relief Fund Opens for Round 2  

The Swimathon Foundation is providing grants of between £250 and 
£1,000 to small swimming and aquatic organisations. These range from 
National Governing Body Affiliated Swim Clubs, Aquatic Clubs and Swim 
Schools to Independent Swimming Organisations. 

Applications will only be considered if they relate specifically to the 
financial impact on the applicable organisation of the 
coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic during the period from 1st November, 
2020 to 31st  March, 2021. 

The funding will support fixed costs or loss of revenue and might include, 
for example: 

 Swim coaching costs  
 Transport charge  
 Pool space hire cost  
 Event entry fee  
 Event hosting fees  
 Club kit subsidies  
 Insurance premiums  

https://datatech.pwc.com/DCMS_YCSF/Information.aspx
https://datatech.pwc.com/DCMS_YCSF/Information.aspx
https://swimathonfoundation.org/swimathon-grants/covid-19-relief-fund
https://swimathonfoundation.org/swimathon-grants/covid-19-relief-fund
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Applications will be accepted until 26th February, 2021. 

Money Saving Expert (MSE) Charity 
Opens for Applications  

Funded by Money Saving Expert, the MSE Charity holds two funding 
rounds each year (February and September) with a different theme for 
each round. 

The February 2021 round is targeting and supporting the younger 
generation (under 25) who in the current difficult economic climate need 
support to develop and learn personal financial life skills. 

All applications must demonstrate how the project they are seeking 
funding for has a lasting impact on the people taking part. 

The maximum grant is £7,500. The applications most likely to be 
successful are those that ask for funding for a specific activity cost rather 
than a general contribution to running costs or a much larger project. 

Small to medium-sized non-profit organisations with a constitution can 
apply and applicants are advised to apply early in the month as the round 
will be limited to the first 40 applications that are accepted or the 
deadline, whichever is soonest. 

The deadline for applications is 26th February, 2021. 

Austin And Hope Pilkington Trust 
Invites Round 1 Applications  

The Trust is committed to awarding grants to those most in need within 
the UK. The Trust focuses on different priorities each year. In 2021, the 
focus is on funding projects that support the homeless (rounds one and 
two) and refugees and asylums seekers (rounds three and four). 

Round one is now open for applications that combat homelessness. 
Priority will be given to applications that help BAME communities. 

UK registered charities with an income of between £100,000 and £1 
million can apply for grants of up to £1,000. 

The deadline for applications is 28th February, 2021. 

 

 

 

https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/site/mse-charity-fund/#February
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/site/mse-charity-fund/#February
https://austin-hope-pilkington.org.uk/
https://austin-hope-pilkington.org.uk/
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New Fund for Social Enterprises to 
Enable Targeted Social Investment   

A £150,000 development fund to help tackle social issues by enabling 
sustainable enterprises to test new business models is inviting 
applications. 

Applications will be accepted from fund managers, charities and social 
enterprises and priority will be given to the following: 

 Social impact investment ideas with the greatest potential to have 
a transformative impact on a social issue at scale.  

 Ideas with potential for replication and scaling where a fund (or 
similar structure that can bring together a variety of investors and 
multiple enterprises) is part of the solution.  

 Charities and social enterprises who have already identified a fund 
manager to work with.  

Successful applicants will receive development funding of between 
£15,000 and £30,000 (inclusive of VAT) for their project, depending on 
its stage of development. 

Programme participants will also receive up to six days of in-kind support 
from the funding provider to help develop their idea. 

The deadline for applications is noon on 1st March, 2021. 

Funding for Projects to Celebrate 
Windrush Day 2021  

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government is 
providing the £500,000 Windrush Day Grant Scheme for the third year in 
a row. 

Local councils, charities and community groups can apply now for grants 
of between £2,500 and £25,000 to create projects and host events that 
support the central aims of Windrush Day, that is, to tell the story of the 
Windrush Generation and celebrate and recognise how they have 
shaped Britain’s heritage. 

22nd June which marks National Windrush Day should be the starting 
point for all successful projects. However, the fund is open to bids for 
events and projects taking place at other times and throughout in the 
year, for example during Black History Month in October, provided all 
activities have finished by 31st December, 2021. 

Local authorities, registered charities/community interest companies or 
community groups with a charitable purpose can apply. 

Online bidder workshops will take place on 2 February and 11 February 
2021. Further details can be obtained by emailing 

https://bigsocietycapital.com/how-we-work/creating-new-ideas/ideas-impact/
https://bigsocietycapital.com/how-we-work/creating-new-ideas/ideas-impact/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2021-windrush-day-grant-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2021-windrush-day-grant-scheme
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mwindrushprojects@communities.gov.uk (include bidder workshop’ in 
the subject line). 

The deadline for grant applications is 10th March, 2021 (23:59). 

Launch of £30m Fund to Install Fire 
Alarms in Un-Safe High Rise Buildings  

The Waking Watch Relief Fund has been launched to support thousands 
of residents high-rise buildings with unsafe cladding. It will pay for the 
installation of fire alarm systems, removing or reducing the need for 
costly interim safety measures such as a 'waking watch', where a building 
is continually patrolled in case of a fire. 

A total of £30 million is available for qualifying work, covering the upfront 
capital costs of installing alarm systems. Each building is different, and 
this will impact on costs, however, expenditure above £1,500 per 
dwelling may require additional evidence from the applicant to show 
whether the costs are necessary and reasonable. 

Residential building owners and private landlords who own high-rise 
buildings with potentially dangerous cladding will qualify. In most cases, 
buildings will be in the private sector. They must be over 18 metres in 
height and have unsafe cladding systems. They must currently have a 
waking watch in place where these costs have been passed on to 
leaseholders. 

Social sector buildings where the Registered Provider can evidence that 
waking watch costs have been passed to leaseholders and the costs of 
installing an alarm will fall on leaseholders will also be eligible. 

Private sector buildings will be eligible. 

The deadline for submission of applications is 14th March 2021. 

New Round of T Levels Capital Fund to 
Improve Educational Buildings and 
Facilities  

The Department for Education (DfE) is providing the T Levels Capital 
Fund (TLCF) with the aim of helping eligible providers have world class 
facilities for the delivery of T Levels. 

T Levels are new technical study programmes that will sit alongside 
apprenticeships within a skills training system. 

There are two elements of the fund: 

1. Specialist equipment allocation (SEA)  
2. Buildings and facilities improvement grant (BFIG)  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/t-levels-capital-fund
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/t-levels-capital-fund
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waking-watch-relief-fund
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waking-watch-relief-fund
mailto:mwindrushprojects@communities.gov.uk
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Buildings and facilities improvement grant (BFIG)  

Eligible providers should apply for a BFIG if they have a pressing need 
for capital funding to support the delivery of T Levels. This process will 
cover all pathways included in the T Level route(s). The seven pathways 
are: 

 Construction  
 Digital  
 Education and childcare  
 Health and science  
 Engineering and manufacturing  
 Business and administration  
 Legal, finance, and accounting.  

Eligible applicants must be a provider on the DfE's list of Providers 
selected to deliver T Levels; and: 

 Are an Academy, Further Education College, Higher Education 
Institution, School, Sixth Form College or University Technical 
College; and  

 Have not previously been awarded a BFIG for the T Level route 
for which they are applying.  

Grants of between £200,000 and £1,400,000 are available (depending 
on which pathway is being applied for). 

The deadline for applications is 26th March, 2021 (noon). 

New Funds for Businesses Creating 
Work Placements for Young People  

Employers are being invited to apply for a new cash incentive to help 
them take on new trainees. The Traineeship Employer Incentive will 
support young people to gain the skills and experience they need, 
helping them to get a job, an apprenticeship, or pursue further study. 

A traineeship is a skills development programme that includes a work 
placement. It can last from six weeks up to one year, although most run 
for less than six months. They focus on developing employability skills, 
alongside additional English, maths and digital skills, combined with a 
work placement lasting a minimum of 70 hours. 

This scheme will help businesses with the cost of delivering high-quality 
trainee work placements. This includes providing facilities, uniforms or 
helping with travel costs. Businesses offering new traineeship 
opportunities will receive the £1,000 bonus for every trainee they take 
on, up to a maximum of 10 trainees. Employers can claim the cash 
incentive for all work placements that have been completed since 1st 
September. 

Applications are open now and the scheme is available until 31st 
July, 2021. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/funding-boost-to-get-young-people-get-into-work
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/funding-boost-to-get-young-people-get-into-work

