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£3m to Support Community Businesses 
Affected by COVID-19  

Power to Change is offering unrestricted grants of between £10,000 and 
£20,000 to community business that were financially viable before the 

coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic. 

Priority will be given to: 

 Areas of England facing high levels of deprivation (IMD of 1-3).  
 Organisations supported and led by Black, Asian and Minority 

Ethnic (BAME).  
 Organisations supported and led by disabled people.  
 Organisations that are committed to promoting diversity on their 

board of trustees, amongst their leadership team and staff, 
volunteers and service users.  

The funding could be used to support the following: 

 Meeting core staffing costs which would otherwise be at risk due 
to the pressure on community businesses to cut costs.  

 Creating breathing space for the organisation, giving them time to 
take a step back, explore new options and focus on business 
planning.  

 Increased costs of a capital project that had been planned before 
the pandemic.  

 Contributing to capital costs of adapting operations.  
 Cashflow support due to delays to work, or to cover lost trading 

income.  

There will be three application rounds with very narrow application 
windows of three hours each on 3rd November 2020, 12th January, 2021 
and 2nd March, 2021. 

Round one is open for applications from 10am to 1pm on 3rd 
November 2020. 

Funding to deliver COVID-19 Services 
for BAME Communities  

A new fund that is aiming to help tackle the disproportionate impact of 
COVID-19 on BAME communities is now open for applications. 

Grants of between £5,000 and £10,000 are available for BAME-led 
community groups and organisations that are working primarily with 

BAME communities.  

The grants can be used for: 

 Running costs for organisations, including volunteer expenses, 
staff costs, and transport.  

https://www.powertochange.org.uk/
https://www.powertochange.org.uk/
https://voice4change-england.com/covid-19-grants-programme/
https://voice4change-england.com/covid-19-grants-programme/
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 Small capital costs, providing the capital item will address the 

priorities of the Fund.  

The deadline for applications is 5pm on 3rd November, 2020. 

Funding for Charities that Support 
Vulnerable Energy Consumers  

Applications have opened for a £6.7 million funding pot that will award 
grants to charities and Housing Associations that are exempted charities.  

Examples of activities that can be funded include: 

 Engaging vulnerable customers with energy issues and referring 
them for support.  

 Energy advice that does not duplicate existing advice services.  
 Installation of energy saving or renewable energy measures that 

cannot be funded elsewhere and/or are innovative or are being 
used in innovative ways.  

 In-home safety advice and measures related to energy systems.  
 Training and education on energy that is targeted at supporting 

vulnerable customers.  

Grants of between £20,000 and £1 million are available and can be used 
for capital or revenue funding.  

The deadline for applications is 5pm on 4th November, 2020. 

Funding for providing COVID-19 
Secure Winter Accomodation for 
People Experiencing Homelessness  

A new £2 million Fund has been launched that aims to help frontline 
organisations to keep homeless people and rough sleepers safe during 

winter. 

Grants of between £10,000 and £100,000 are available for small to 
medium sized organisations that are working directly with people 
experiencing homelessness. 

The funding is to be used for one or both of the following two purposes: 

 To ensure that eligible organisations who provide winter 
accommodation for the homeless can provide single room 
COVID-19 secure accommodation this winter. This means 
accommodation for rough sleepers which involves individual/sole 
use sleeping rooms. In most cases it is also expected that this will 
include individual washing facilities (which could be attached to 
the bedroom in an en-suite arrangement or not).  

 To support services that prevent rough sleeping and support 
rough sleepers in innovative ways building on proven approaches 

https://www.energyredress.org.uk/
https://www.energyredress.org.uk/
https://www.homeless.org.uk/connect/blogs/2020/oct/20/homelessness-winter-transformation-fund-launches
https://www.homeless.org.uk/connect/blogs/2020/oct/20/homelessness-winter-transformation-fund-launches
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such as hosting, shared houses, support work and accessing the 

private rented sector.  

The application deadlines are 1pm on 4th November, 2020 and 2nd 
December, 2020. 

New Support for Artists and Creative 
Practitioners  

Provided by Arts Council England, Developing your Creative Practice is 
a fund designed to support independent creative practitioners to ensure 
excellence is thriving in England’s arts and culture sector. 

The fund is intended to create more pathways for individuals, from a 
range of creative practices and backgrounds. It will allow creative 
practitioners the time and space to undertake ambitious research and 

development, helping to make a step-change in their practice. 

Following a hiatus, the Arts Council has reopened the scheme with 
changes designed to better support applicants during the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic. 

 Applications are welcomed from practitioners who have identified a clear 
development opportunity. This could be a period of research, time to 
create new work, travel (including international working), training, 

developing future ideas, networking or mentoring. 

 Applicants must apply as an individual, or as a small group of 
practitioners who usually collaborate in their work. 

The current round is open until 5th November, 2020. 

Funding for Charitable Projects  

Not-for-profit and charitable organisations are invited to apply for grants 

of between £1,000 and £10,000. 

Projects in the following areas are eligible for funding: 

 Community Development:  
o Positive mental and physical health.  
o Community integration.  
o Sport and leisure opportunities.  
o Protection of the natural environment.  
o Supporting vulnerable members of society.  

 Peace and Reconciliation in Northern Ireland:  
o Improving intercommunity relations.  
o New opportunities in education, employment and personal 

development.  
 Education:  

o Increasing access to third-level education.  
o Ensuring equality of access to a broad range of educational 

opportunities for people of all ages.  

https://irelandfunds.org/chapters/worldwide/great-britain/grants/
https://irelandfunds.org/chapters/worldwide/great-britain/grants/
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/DYCP
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/DYCP
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 Arts and Culture:  
o Supporting cultural awareness and understanding.  
o Increasing access to art forms and collections.  

o Community arts initiatives.  

During the current funding round, applications are also encouraged for 
projects that respond to issues related to the coronavirus/COVID-19 

crisis. 

There is a two-staged application process and initially applicants are 

asked to submit a Letter of Enquiry that outlines the proposed project. 

The deadline for submitting a Letter of Enquiry is 11pm on 6th 
November, 2020. 

Funding to Support the Heritage 
Sector at Risk Due to COVID-19 
The new £1 million programme is intended to help previously sustainable 
organisations that care for, work with, or manage historic buildings to 
fund consultancy support to develop new operating models and business 
plans, where the impact of COVID-19 means the organisation is at risk 
of no longer trading viably by March 2021.  

The funding aims to enable organisations to achieve a clear plan towards 
future financial viability and help them remain resilient during a 
challenging time. 

Grants of up to £50,000 per organisation are available.  

The funding is to be used to commission specialist support from 
consultants to help achieve a clear adaptable and flexible plan towards 

future financial viability.  

The deadline for applications is 9th November, 2020 (12pm). 

SME Leaders Programme Launches 
Second 2020 Round   

Provided by the Royal Academy of Engineering Enterprise Hub, the aim 
of the programme is to support the development of leadership skills, 

through a number of channels: 

 A grant of up to £10,000 to pay for leadership courses.  
 Expert business mentoring.  
 One-to-one personal development coaching.  
 Workshops, roundtables, speaker events.  
 Access to the Taylor Centre – a co-working and meeting space in 

central London.  
 PR and IP support.  
 All travel and accommodation expenses covered.  

https://enterprisehub.raeng.org.uk/programmes/sme-leaders-programme/
https://enterprisehub.raeng.org.uk/programmes/sme-leaders-programme/
http://ahfund.org.uk/england
http://ahfund.org.uk/england
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Leaders of high growth engineering and technology small and medium 

enterprises (SMEs) in the UK will qualify for assistance. 

The next deadline for applications is 9th November, 2020 (16:00 
GMT). 

Funding for Cultural Organisations to 
Recover from the Impact of COVID-19  

Applications are now being accepted for the Garfield Weston 

Foundation’s new one-off £25m Culture Fund. 

The Fund will support: 

 Performing and visual arts organisations.  
 Literary arts organisations.  
 Arts centres.  
 Independent cinemas.  
 Accredited museums and galleries or museums/galleries working 

towards accreditation that are not run by a local authority.  
 DCMS sponsored museums and galleries.  

To be eligible for funding, organisations must have had an annual income 

of over £500,000 in their pre-COVID-19 audited accounts.  

Grants of between £100,000 and £2 million will be awarded, with the size 
of the grant depending on the annual income of the applicant. 

The deadline for applications is 5pm on 9th November, 2020. 

New Funding for Public Sector 
Decarbonisation Projects 
Funded by the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 
(BEIS) and delivered by Salix Finance, the Public Sector 

Decarbonisation Grant Scheme will allocate £1bn of grant funding. 

The main aims of the scheme are to: 

 Deliver stimulus to the energy efficiency and low carbon heat 
sectors, supporting jobs  

 Deliver significant carbon savings in the public sector.  

The following public sector bodies are eligible to apply: 

 Central government departments and their arm’s length bodies. 
For central government departments where their roles are 
reserved (i.e. not devolved to Scottish, Welsh and Northern Irish 
Governments) funding may be used for estates located anywhere 
within the UK  

 Emergency services  
 Institutions of further and higher education  

https://garfieldweston.org/weston-culture-fund/
https://garfieldweston.org/weston-culture-fund/
https://www.salixfinance.co.uk/PSDS
https://www.salixfinance.co.uk/PSDS
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 Local authorities  
 Maintained schools within the state education system, including 

academies  
 Multi-Academy Trusts and free schools  
 Nursery schools maintained by a local authority  
 NHS Trusts and Foundation Trusts  
 Non-departmental public bodies.  

A joint application can be made for more than one eligible public sector 

body. 

The closing date for applications is dependent on the type of eligible 

organisation that is applying: 

 Public sector bodies which will require funding to be 
transferred between Government Departments at 
Supplementary Estimates must submit their applications no 
later than 9th November, 2020.  

 For all other eligible organisations, the closing date for the 
submission of applications is 11th January, 2021. 

£20m Charity Resilience Fund Opens 
for Applications  

The Charites Aid Foundation (CAF) has launched a £20 million fund 
aimed at both registered and unregistered charitable organisations, 
including community interest companies and social enterprises.   

The fund aims to help a number of different causes and communities, 
including people living in poverty, Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic 
communities, people with physical or learning disabilities, refugees and 
migrants, homeless people, unemployed people, and those pushed into 
crisis because of COVID-19. 

Flexible grants of between £10,000 and £100,000 can be used to support 
the activities where they are essential for delivering relevant services, 
including staff salaries, project running costs, running costs/overheads, 
goods and equipment which would not be capitalised and organisational 
development. The grant can support costs between 1st October, 2020 
and 31st March, 2021. 

Applications will be accepted until 10th November, 2020 (12 noon). 

Funding To Tackle Local Food Poverty   

A £1.5 million Fund has opened for applications from local charities and 
community organisations that are working to support vulnerable 
communities affected by food poverty and connect them with the support 
they need. 

The types of programmes that can be supported include 

 Foodbanks.  

https://www.cafonline.org/charities/grantmaking/caf-resilience-fund
https://www.cafonline.org/charities/grantmaking/caf-resilience-fund
https://www.ukcommunityfoundations.org/our-programmes/coopfunding
https://www.ukcommunityfoundations.org/our-programmes/coopfunding
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 Programmes that tackle food waste.  
 Programmes that encourage healthy eating.  
 Holiday hunger schemes.  

The grant amount that organisations can apply for depends on the local 
area where the applicant organisation operates but most grants will be in 
the £2,000 to £10,000 range.  

Larger grants may be made available for organisations that are covering 
a larger geographic area or are leading on a coordinated partnership 

response. 

The deadline for applications is 13th November, 2020. 

Funding for Frontline Organisations 
Supporting Vulnerable Women  

Applications are invited for a new Fund that aims to make women’s sector 
organisations stronger, more sustainable and able to build their resilience 

to economic shocks caused and magnified by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

A total of £475,000 is available and organisations can apply for grants of 
between £5,000 and £25,000. 

Organisations are eligible to apply if: 

 They are supporting women who experience disproportionate 
challenges and difficulty as a result of the COVID-19 crisis.  

 They are providing services and support for vulnerable women, 
for which there will be increased demand as a result of the COVID-

19 crisis.  

Organisations can use the grants to pay for core and frontline staff 
salaries, running costs/overheads, project costs and goods and 

equipment to support the adaption of frontline services. 

The deadline for applications is 5pm on 16th November, 2020. 

Peter Sowerby Foundation Invites 
Charities to Apply for New Increasing 
Access Fund  
The Peter Sowerby Foundation has issued an Open Call for applications 

to its new £1.4 million Increasing Access Fund. 

The Fund is aimed specifically at ensuring or increasing access to key 
services and activities for beneficiaries who have struggled with access 
due to coronavirus/COVID-19, for example, due to lockdown measures 
or the fact that existing charitable services are unable to be delivered in 
a COVID-secure way. 

https://www.smallwoodtrust.org.uk/covid-19-frontline-women%E2%80%99s-fund
https://www.smallwoodtrust.org.uk/covid-19-frontline-women%E2%80%99s-fund
https://petersowerbyfoundation.com/increasing-access-fund
https://petersowerbyfoundation.com/increasing-access-fund
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The Fund will support charities to digitally enable access to services, or 
to adapt their delivery of existing services to comply with social distancing 
or other COVID-response measures. 

The programme is split into three distinct funding streams: 

 Digital Breakthrough Grants to pilot new innovations or service 
delivery - the Foundation will fund five large grants of up to 
£100,000 to support charities (with a maximum turnover of £5 
million) in the area of innovation and transformation in health and 
social care through digital service delivery.  

 Digital Good Causes - a fund for grants of up to £25,000 (for 
organisations with a turnover of around £500,000) seeking to 
transform or adapt new services digitally.  

 Adapted Good Causes – a fund for grants of up to £25,000 (for 
organisations with a turnover of around £500,000) to pilot, test or 

launch new services in light of the COVID-19 situation.  

The deadline for Expressions of Interest is 5pm on 16th November, 
2020.  

Boost for Local Green Projects  
A helping hand is on the way for environmentally friendly projects across 
Barnsley, Doncaster and Rotherham.  

Every year the Renewi Corporate Social Responsibility Fund supports 
‘green’ and healthy eating community schemes surrounding their award-
winning waste treatment facility at Manvers. 

Eligible projects can now apply for up to £3,000 a year if they are within 
or benefit communities 3.5km (as the crow flies) of the Manvers facility, 
and up to £1,000 a year if they are further away but still within Barnsley, 
Doncaster or Rotherham council areas. 

They can apply for 90 per cent funding if they can provide the other 10 
per cent, and in addition groups can apply for volunteer time to support 
their projects up to a maximum of 30 hours, with groups providing equal 
volunteer hours wherever possible. 

Examples of other types of projects that could be eligible for funding 
include grow, cook and eat sessions where skills are developed to create 
less waste, funding for walking bus equipment and the creation of 
community orchards.   

More information and application forms are available on the BDR Waste 
Partnership website at www.bdronline.co.uk. 

For more information, please contact Rebecca Wilson on 07970 985669 
or email Rebecca.wilson@renewi.com 

Applications need to be submitted by Monday, 30th November, 2020. 

http://www.bdronline.co.uk./
http://www.bdronline.co.uk./
http://www.bdronline.co.uk/
mailto:Rebecca.wilson@renewi.com
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£1m Fund to Target Mental Helath 
Support for Students Reopens to 
Applications  

The Office for Students (OfS) is inviting higher education providers to 
develop and implement projects which provide innovative approaches 
to improving mental health outcomes for students.  

OfS are seeking collaborative proposals with a particular focus on 
intersectional approaches to: 

 Preventative strategies for those students who might be 
considered particularly at risk of developing mental ill health  

 Driving improvement in access to support for those who might be 
likely to experience additional barriers (for example, because of 
the nature of their course, mode of study, or other factors such 

as structural, personal or cultural differences or inequalities).  

A total of £1 million is available for this fund with individual awards at a 
minimum of £70,000 and up to a maximum of £200,000. 

Applications should be submitted by the 7th December 2020 
deadline. 

Resilience Funding for Women’s 
Organisations  

A new £2.1 million Fund has been launched for voluntary and community 
sector organisations that are supporting women whose poverty has been 
exacerbated by the coronavirus crisis or those who have been pushed 

into new poverty and financial hardship. 

Grants of between £20,000 and £30,000 will be awarded to organisations 
that are: 

 Supporting women who experience disproportionate challenge 
and difficulty as a result of the coronavirus crisis.  

 Providing services and support for vulnerable women, for which 
there will be increased demand as a result of the coronavirus 
crisis.  

 Connecting communities and support communities to work 
together to respond to the pandemic.  

The grants can be used for the following costs: 

 Staff salaries.  
 Project running costs.  
 Running costs/overheads.  
 Goods and equipment to support adaption of frontline services.  

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/funding-for-providers/mental-health-funding-competition/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/funding-for-providers/mental-health-funding-competition/
https://www.smallwoodtrust.org.uk/organisations
https://www.smallwoodtrust.org.uk/organisations
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Applications are assessed on a rolling basis. Organisations are 

advised to apply as soon as possible. 

Barclays Announce £14 Billion 
Dedicated SME Fund   

Barclays Bank has announced a £14 billion lending fund as part of a 
series of initiatives to help small and medium-sized businesses (SMEs) 

succeed, grow and flourish through Brexit and beyond. 

Focused on building SME resilience during uncertain times, the package 
of support includes a dedicated lending fund for businesses with a 

turnover of up to £25 million. 

The package comprises business loans, commercial mortgages and 
overdrafts, including unsecured loans of up to £100,000 and unsecured 

overdrafts of up to £50,000. 

The fund is aimed at UK SMEs at several stages of growth and 

development, for example: 

 Established businesses with ambitious growth plans.  
 Start-ups with high growth potential.  
 Companies with early-stage equity funding.  
 Businesses focusing on innovation, R&D and technology.  

The support is available to both Barclays customers and non-customers 

alike. 

Applications are accepted at any time. 

Sport England Return to Play – Small 
Grants Programme Now Open for 
Applications  

The £10 million Small Grants Programme is part of the new £16.5 million 
Return to Play Fund that is supporting local groups, clubs and grassroots 

organisations impacted by the disruptions caused by the pandemic. 

Grants of between £300 and £10,000 are available.  

The fund’s priorities are flexible and could include having to deliver sport 
and physical activity in smaller groups, having the correct sanitation and 
safety equipment, not having enough sports equipment to safely deliver 
activities and having the appropriate training for club volunteers to ensure 

the current guidelines are being met. 

Grants can support minor amendments to facilities, additional sports 
equipment, signage, sanitation and training courses to help deliver 
activities safely. 

https://www.barclays.co.uk/business-banking/borrow/lending-fund/
https://www.barclays.co.uk/business-banking/borrow/lending-fund/
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/our-funds/return-play-small-grants
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/our-funds/return-play-small-grants
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Applications are currently being accepted with notification of 

decisions within three weeks. 

Sport England Return to Play – 
Community Asset Fund Now Opens for 
Applications  

The £5 million Community Assets Fund is part of the new £16.5 million 
Return to Play Fund that is supporting local groups, clubs and grassroots 
organisations impacted by the disruptions caused by the pandemic.  

Grants of between £10,001 and £50,000 are available for projects that 

are ready to start within six weeks. 

Applications can be made for either: 

 Small-scale investments ranging from £10,001 to £25,000 to 
address any immediate works required to adapt a place or space 
to enable a safe return to play.  

 Medium-scale investments ranging from £25,001 to £50,000 to 
address more substantial, but still immediate, changes that may 

be required to a facility or space.  

Projects must be for fixed permanent or semi-permanent, capital works 
and for coronavirus-related works. 

Applications are currently being accepted with notification of 
decisions within three weeks. 

Esmee Fairburn Foundation Launches 
New Strategy  

The Esmée Fairbairn Foundation has launched a new strategy, 
announcing that it will focus on the following three interdependent aims: 

 Improving our natural world.  
 Tackling injustice to deliver a fairer future.  

 Nurturing creative, confident communities.  

The Foundation is one of the largest independent grant-makers in the UK 
and in 2019 The Foundation will continue to award unrestricted core and 
project grants and has announced that under the new strategy it intends 
to provide larger and longer-term grants, as well as strategic support.  

New applications are accepted on a rolling basis.  

 

 

https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/our-funds/return-play-community-asset-fund
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/our-funds/return-play-community-asset-fund
https://esmeefairbairn.org.uk/latest-news/new-strategy/
https://esmeefairbairn.org.uk/latest-news/new-strategy/

